HOW TO HOST A

Shoebox
Packing
Party

STEP 1
Familiarize Yourself with Box Dos & Don'ts
It's important that all the items in your boxes meet specific, Operation
Christmas Child criteria. Simply watch the video at the link below to find out
what to include (small toys, toothbrushes, socks, etc.) and what to avoid
(chocolate, breakable items, money, etc.):

https://wtlw.com/operation-christmas-child/

STEP 2
Organize A Group of Friends to Participate
Using either Facebook, a group text, or email, create a space to chat about
about the upcoming packing party. Assign what each person is supposed to
bring. Here's a short list of party supplies we put together for you, but feel free
to tailor it to suit your needs:
Shoeboxes
Age-Appropriate Items* (We suggest picking one age group to focus on.)
Box or Envelope for $$ (A donation of $9 for each box packed is requested)
Personal Letters to Include with Each Box (See tips on the last page)
Snacks & Drinks (for your friends, of course!)
Christmas Playlist
*For a complete list of age-specific ideas, visit: https://www.samaritanspurse.org/operationchristmas-child/what-goes-in-my-shoebox-suggestions/

STEP 3
Remind & Confirm
The day before the party, check in with all of the guests to make sure they are
still planning to attend and remember to bring their assigned items. Nothing like
forgotten shoeboxes to put a damper on a shoebox packing party!

STEP 4
Time to Pack!
Kick off the night with prayer! Pray over any requests shared by others at the
party and for the children who will receive the boxes.
Halfway through the party, pause to snap a photo and share it on Facebook. Be
sure to tag us (@wtlwtv44) and Operation Christmas Child (@OCCshoeboxes)!
At the end of your party, gather around the boxes to pray one more time. Then
carry the shoeboxes out to the vehicle delivering them to TV44 while singing
Christmas carols!

STEP 5
Drop Off the Boxes
The last thing you need to do is drop off your prayerfully packed boxes at
WTLW TV44 anytime during the following hours:
Mon, Nov. 12: 11:00 AM – 5:00 PM
Tue, Nov. 13: 11:00 AM – 7:00 PM
Wed, Nov. 14: 11:00 AM – 5:00 PM
Thu, Nov. 15: 11:00 AM – 7:00 PM
Fri, Nov. 16: 11:00 AM – 5:00 PM
Sat, Nov. 17: 10:00 AM – 1:00 PM
Sun, Nov. 18: 1:00 PM – 5:00 PM

TIPS
Personal Letter
DO include a heartfelt greeting
DO mention the friends who came together to pack boxes
DO share about your family
DON'T mention material possesions
DO include Scripture
DO encourage the child
DO include a return address on the envelope.
DO include a photo of yourself, your packing team, or family
DON'T include a telephone number or email address
DON'T include money or the mention of money

